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Diversity — Together in Pursuit of Excellence
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Dear blessed Friday congregation,

Let us strengthen our taqwa towards Allah s.w.t. by carrying out
all that He has commanded and refraining from all that He has
forbidden. May we be among His servants who attain His mercy,
forgiveness and pleasure in this life and in the Hereafter. Amin,

ya Rabbal 'Alamin.
My dear brothers,

Whenever we look upon the vastness of the heavens, the beauty
of the earth, and the diversity of people with their different

appearances, languages and cultures, we should be reminded



of the greatness of Allah, who created the diversity that

surrounds us. In Surah Ar-Rum, verse 22, Allah s.w.t. says:

g,é.u.m.” L,LL}buo)Ybuw\d.\p-¢f\.:s\n
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Which means: "And among His signs is the creation of the
heavens and the earth, and the diversity of your languages and
colours. Surely in this are signs for those who possess

knowledge."”

Notice how Allah places the diversity of humankind alongside
the creation of the heavens and the earth as one of His
magnificent signs. This teaches us that differences in race,
language and culture are not something to be viewed with
suspicion or used as reasons for conflict and division. Rather,
they are part of Allah's divine order, inviting us to recognise the

greatness of our Creator.

For a believer, appreciating diversity is an expression of faith in
Allah. When we see every human being as a creation of Allah
with dignity and honour, we become more mindful of our speech,
fairer in our judgement, and more respectful in the way we

interact with others.

Dear congregation,



Islam does not merely ask us to acknowledge that people come
from diverse backgrounds. It also teaches us how to manage
that diversity through values that uplift and strengthen society.
The Quran reminds us that a person's true honour is not
determined by lineage or ethnicity, but by their consciousness of
Allah.

The history of Islamic civilisation offers many lessons in this
regard. Beginning with the Prophet Muhammad s.a.w., who
recognised and drew upon the unique strengths and expertise of
his Companions in different fields, even though they came from

diverse backgrounds.

Later, during the Abbasid era, Baghdad became one of the
world's leading centres of knowledge and scholarship. Scholars
and intellectuals from various backgrounds worked together to
study, translate and advance knowledge in fields such as
philosophy, mathematics, medicine and astronomy. Their efforts
produced discoveries and works which continue to benefit us to

this day.

Of course, this excellence did not arise simply because
diversity existed. Rather, it was achieved because diversity
was guided by values upheld by our faith: honouring knowledge,
upholding trust, and striving to benefit society. This offers an

important lesson for us today. Diversity becomes a blessing



only when we choose to work together in the pursuit of what is

good.
My dear brothers,

Today's khutbah proposes two practical steps to transform the
diversity we experience today into the shared excellence we

hope to achieve tomorrow.
First: See diversity as an opportunity for progress

Every individual is part of a wider community, and each person
possesses different talents, experiences and abilities. Some of
us educate, some offer treatment, some offer business, some
contribute technical expertise, while others devote themselves to
seeking and advancing knowledge. This diversity is a blessing

from Allah that should be channelled towards the common good.

Therefore, let us not allow our differences or diverse
backgrounds to become barriers to mutual understanding or
shared progress. Instead, let us see them as opportunities to
learn from one another, complement one another's strengths,
and build a society admired for its civilisation and achievements,

just as the Muslim civilisation was during its golden age.
Second: Spread mercy through cooperation

Was not the Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. sent as a mercy to all
creation? Likewise, every Muslim should strive to be a source of

mercy to those around them. That mercy is reflected through



honesty in our work, dedication in the pursuit of knowledge,
fairness in our dealings with others, and a willingness to work

together in matters that benefit all.
Dear brothers,

Let us renew our intention that every effort to build positive
relationships, contribute to society, and strive for excellence in
our respective fields be regarded as an act of worship to Allah

s.w.t.

May Allah s.w.t. grant us wisdom in managing diversity, open
our hearts to respect one another, and make us among His
servants who continually bring benefit to humanity. Amin, ya
Rabbal 'Alamin.
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Second Sermon
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